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From November l^t through April l^t. No Parking on any street between
midnight and 6:00 AM.
Residential and temporary permits are free. Second permits are $2.50.
Both are available at the Town Office.
Sent Quarterly, for billing information call 237-4070.
Town Clerk's Office. You must bring ID.
Dogs three months or older must be licensed by April 30th. Contact the
Town Clerk at 237-5200.
Every other Monday evening as posted, 7:00 PM in the conference room
of Town Hall.
The first Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM in the Town Hall court
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MODERATOR



















TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
GRANVYL HULSE JR.
Official Town Meeting Minutes
March 11, 1997
Town of Colebrook, New Hampshire
The Moderator, Phil Waystack, declared the 1997 Annual Town Meeting open at 6:10 p.m. The
opening prayer was said by Father Bellefeuille and the Pledge of Allegiance was said.
Article 1 Officers were elected by ballot from 8:00 a.m. to 6: 00 p.m.
Article 2 To act upon all of the following articles contained in the warrant.
Article 3 To vote by ballot on the following questions:
Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA 72:28, V and VI for an optional vetereins'
tax credit and an expanded qualifying war service for vetercins seeking the credit?
The optional veterans' credit is $100, rather than $50.
Ballot vote: Yes -331 No- 74
Are you in favor of the adoption of the Town of Colebrook Floodplain
Development Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?
Ballot vote: Yes - 276 No -103
Are you in favor of the adoption of the following amendment to the Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?
In any subdivision, within the precinct or in any other location where the town
normally furnishes either water and/or sewer services, the developer will be
required to have these services available at each lot. The main for each service
will be of adequate size to accommodate the requirements of the combined usage
for the type and purpose of all lots.
This shall include adequate provision for fire protection and furnishing and
installing fire hydrants.
The size requirements will be determined by the Town of Colebrook through its
designated agent or agents having the expertise and/or technical advise to set
these standards.
Yes - 308 No- 79
Article 4 Motion made by Bud Hulse and seconded by Bemie Hicks to instruct the
Selectmen to appoint all other Town Officers as required by law passed with a
voice vote. Ronald Hughes asked that it be noted that the Office of Fire Chief is
not appointed as noted on page 2 of the Town Report.
At this point, Moderator Waystack advised the public of the incorrect numbering
of warrant articles in the Town Report. Corrections were made by those present.
It was also noted that, even though the warrant indicated that it had been signed
February 19, 1996, by the Selectmen, that also was a typing error and the warrant
had indeed been signed February 19, 1997.
Article 5 Motion made by Jules Kennett and seconded by Fred King to raise and
appropriate the amount of $405,368.08 for General Government for the ensuing
year passed with a voice vote.
Article 6 A motion made by Fred King and seconded by Jules Kennett to raise and
appropriate the amount of $245,826.60 for Public Safety for the ensuing year
passed with a voice vote.
Article 7 Motion made by George Gould and seconded by Fred King to raise and
appropriate the sum of $25,000.00 to be added to the existing Equipment
Purchasing Capital Reserve Fund passed with a voice vote.
Article 8 Motion made by Jules Kermett and seconded by Camilla Davison to raise and
appropriate the sum of $254,150.00 for the maintenance and expenses of
Highways and Streets for the ensuing year passed with a voice vote. Jules
explained that the Town planned to resurface Hospital Road and repair Roaring
Brook Road, which did not get done last year.
Article 9 Motion made by Fred King and seconded by Jules Kennett to raise and
appropriate the sum of $151,389.80 for the expenses of the Colebrook Water
Works and the Colebrook Sewerage Facilities passed with a voice vote.
Article 10 Motion made by George Gould and seconded by Fred King to raise and
appropriate such sums as may be necessary ($4,600) for Welfare for the ensuing
year passed with a voice vote.
Article 11 A motion made by Jules Kennett and seconded by Fred King to raise and
appropriate the sum of $51,900.00 for the maintenance and expenses of the
Transfer Station for the ensuing year passed with a voice vote.
Article 12 A motion made by Fred King and seconded by George Gould to raise and
appropriate the sum of $12,742.00 for the operating cost of the Recycling
Program passed with a voice vote.
Article 13 Motion made by George Gould and seconded by Fred King to raise and
appropriate the sum of $13,230.00 for the maintenances and expenses of the
Sanitary Landfill and to authorize the Selectmen to withdraw this amount from
the Sanitary Landfill Closure Capital Reserve Fund passed with a voice vote.
Article 14 Motion made by Jules Kermett and seconded by Fred King to raise and
appropriate the sum of $3,000.00 for Parks, Recreation, and Patriotic Purposes
passed with a voice vote.
Article 15 Motion made by Carroll Jackson and seconded by Fred King to raise and
appropriate the sum of $86,498.98 for the support of the Colebrook Public
Library, $68,950.00 of which is to be raised through taxation and $17,548.98 of
which to come from other sources such as balance on hand 1-1-97, book sales,
donations, trust fiinds, non-resident fees, other communities, over-due fines, book
sales, resales, and copying fees, such fiinds to be expended under the direction of
the Board of Library Trustees passed with a voice vote.
Article 16 A motion made by Carroll Jackson and seconded by George Gould to see if
the town will vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 202-A:4-d authorizing the
library trustees to accept gifts of personal property, other than money, which may
be offered to the library for any public purpose, provided, however, that no
acceptance of personal property by the library trustees shall be deemed to bind the
towTti or the library trustees to raise, appropriate or expend any public fiinds for
the operation, maintenance, repair or replacement of such
personal property passed with a voice vote.
Article 17 A motion made by Camilla Davison and seconded by Betty King to raise and
appropriate the sum of $38,245.00 for the following agencies: UCVH ($7,600);
Ambulance District A-1 ($12,845); UCV Mental Health ($2,400); Vershire
Center ($1,000); North Country Council ($1,950); Coos Community Action
($2,050); UCVH Home Health ($9,500); and Big Brothers/Sisters ($200); Animal
Control ($700) passed with a voice vote.
Article 18 A motion was made by Fred King and seconded by Jules Kermett to see if the
Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to negotiate and grant an
interest in the town owned land to Portland Natural Gas Transmission System
("PNGTS") or its assigns, for the purpose of constructing, owning and operating a
natural gas transmission pipeline pursuant to a Certificate of Public Convenience
and Necessity to be to be issued by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
("FERC"). The Board of Selectmen is authorized to grant an interest for its fair
value. The Town land in question is Tax Map U-8-93. If the route of the pipeline
changes, and other Town lands are affected, the selectmen shall be authorized to
grant an interest in such other Town land for fair value. The motion passed with a
voice vote.
Article 19 A motion was made by Fred King and seconded by George Gould to see if the
town would accept the following petition article:
I Roger C. Lepine of RR 1 Box 142 Munn Road, Colebrook, New Hampshire
03576-9713, hereby PETITION the town of Colebrook, New Hampshire to
maintain and plow said road, Munn Road, in which the town stop 300 feet short
of my property. It was explained that the town is actually plowing to Mr.
Lepine's land presently; however, Mr. Lepine exercised his option to petition the
town. The motion passed with a voice vote.
Article 20 A motion was made by Fred King and seconded by Jules Kennett to accept, ratify
and confirm the reports of Agents, Selectmen, Auditors and all other Town
Officers, as contained in the Annual Report of said Town of Colebrook for the
year ending December 31, 1996.
Article 21 To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting:
Pam Bunnell asked for clarification on the status of the town's tax collector being
a resident of the town and state. Fred King stated that the matter is being taken
care of John Fothergill gave a summary of the 21st Century Committee's results,
relating briefly the Committee's goals and visions for the future for the Town of
Colebrook.
Robert Gooch was recognized with a standing ovation for his 22 years of service
as Assistant Moderator. Fred King was also recognized for his service as a
Selectman.
After a brief wait for the election results, the Moderator declared the meeting






Let me take this opportunity to introduce myself to everyone in the community, my name
is John Groulx. I am the new town manager. Since I have been here only a short time 1
have asked Donna Caron, who for many months acted as your interim town manager to
take part in this year's Town Manager's Report to the town. But first, I would like to
thank the individuals I have already met for their warm welcome and kind hospitality. I
look forward to working towards our collective goal of helping Colebrook be the best it
can be.
With the departure of town manager Russell McAllister in September, Donna took on
added responsibilities to keep the town running as smoothly as possible until the
Selectman searched for and found a new town manager. She extends her thanks to
everyone for their patience during the hectic days that followed Mr. McAllister's
departure. But through the hard work and perseverance of Donna and everyone in town
government we maintained our course and are poised for a successfiil 1998.
Through the efforts of the town, its officials, its staff and the many volunteers and civic
minded citizens of the community, Colebrook is ready to receive two major grants in
1998, the Economic Development Administration Grant and the Community
Development Block Grant. With the awarding of these two grants we anticipate the start
of a major water and sewer project. Our sewer system will be given a much needed
facelift designed to provide better service to our citizens and provide access to fiiture
residential and commercial users. The grants will also allow the town to construct a
building for the purpose of attracting a new business to Colebrook.
Also on tap for this coming year is the laying of the Portland Gas pipeline which will add
to our property tax base and bring some needed dollars into the community while the
workforce is here. Lastly, we are beginning to take our first looks at capping the landfill.
With all of that and more to come 1998 looks to be a busy and successful year.
So for Donna and myself, we would like to wish everyone a prosperous 1998 and extend






The Colebrook Police Department is made up of four (4) full time Officers, being
supplemented by four (4) part time officers. The Officers of the Police Department are
responsible for patrolling sixty-seven (67) square miles. Colebrook population is
approximately 2,600 citizens. Colebrook has three (3) major US highways, all of which
converge, in the downtown area. The latest traffic estimates indicate roughly (3) million
cars travel through Colebrook each year. Our general duties included the following
accident investigation, criminal investigation, motor vehicle complaints, traffic control,
animal control, domestic violence. Juvenile crimes and investigation and creating new
programs for both adult and juveniles such as the Colebrook Police Athletic League. We
also are responsible for conducting criminal investigation for all Felony Criminal matters
for the County Attorney to present to Superior Court.
This year was a very trying year for the Colebrook Police Department with the tragic loss
of our friends Scott Phillips, Leslie Lord, Vickie Burmell and Dennis Joos. These losses
not only affected all of us on a professional level but on a personal level also. We will
never forget them or their families. We at this time would like to extend our appreciation
and thanks to the people of Colebrook, You not only opened your hearts for our lost
friend's you also opened up your home's to Law Enforcement Officers from all over who
came to pay their respect. This display of affection will always be remembered.
This year we also continued on our journey to improve the quality of life for our area
youth. We extended to Colebrook Police Athletic League to a year round with the
addition of a girl's Softball team and a boy's baseball team. We also added to our hockey
program by starting another team for age (7) seven to (14) fourteen. We have also
returned the D.A.R.E. program to the school with Officer Jimmy Crossley teaching to
both the (5) fifth and (6) sixth grades.
We continued our search for grants from state and federal agencies. This year we took
part in securing approximately $1 19,000 dollars to support current programs and to start
new ones.
We also continue to be very active in the community. We are currently involved in
several groups and programs that will help improve the quality of life in Colebrook, New
Hampshire. It would take almost a whole page to list these groups and programs so I will
not do so.
This year we saw another increase in adult misdemeanor crimes with 315 cases, 42
driving while intoxicated arrest, 377 motor vehicle stops, 68 accidents, 87 animal
complaints, 31 domestic complaints and 24 juvenile cases. This year because of the
increase in court case not only in Colebrook the District court has been given (8) eight
additional days this year.
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This year as in years past I would like to thank all of the Law Enforcement agencies that
help and support the Colebrook Police Department. 1 would also like to thank the men of
the Colebrook Police Department. I know this has been an extremely tough year for all of
you professionally, personally and politically.
My last paragraph this year I dedicate to the families of the colebrook Police department.
With the loss of our friends this year we were not always easy to live with. The quiet
times we spent alone hurt not only us, but all of you as well. For this I apologize. Please







We had an extremely muddy spring this year. The crew hauled approximately 500 tons
of rock to dump into mud holes to make the roads somewhat passable. The trouble spot
on Piper Hill Road has been fixed using a fabric covered with gravel. The intersection of
Reed and Fish Hatchery Roads west for 700 feet was repaired utilizing the same method.
We also were able to do the beginning of Lyons Road.
The Roaring Brook Road project was also completed. New culverts were installed and
geo-textile fabric was laid down. Gravelling was done to finish.
In April I was nominated to the Board of Directors of the New Hampshire Road Agents
Association. The Association organizes a "Mountain of Demonstrations" each year
where people can meet with vendors and see live demonstrations of road related work.
We also graded 86 miles of mud in April. Through the summer another 90 miles of
grading was done. The crew also cleaned 1 1 miles of ditches this past year. This will be
an ongoing project to get better drainage for all of our roads.
The north lagoon was cleaned out this fall. The sludge was land applied on surrounding
fields.
The Town also applied for and received a $2500.00 grant through the Department of
Environmental Services for an oil filter crusher. The crusher was purchased in
November.
I wish to commend my crew for a job well done. They have done an enormous amount





OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK
I would sincerely like to thank the Division of Ethan Allen for their generous
donation of three new office chairs.
During the year ending 1997, I have recorded in this office 47 deaths, 57 births,
and 26 marriages.
I have issued 3,098 motor vehicle registrations, amounting to the sum of
$278,927.00.
Thesumof $2,711.00 was paid to me for 411 dog licenses. Out of this, $914.50
was turned over to the state. Dog fines in the amount of $350 were collected. I
received $15.00 in filing fees, $200.00 in bad check collection fees, $21.00 for
bicycle licenses and $25.00 for copies of the voter checklist.
A total of $2,449.00 was received for marriage licenses and vital statistics
abstracts. This amount was turned over to the state.
A total of $284,698.00 was deposited by me with the Town Treasurer. Please
note that this will differ from the Treasurer's report by the amount of $24.00 due





This years tax collector's report is in a different format than previous years. I was
appointed tax collector on September V and interim town manager on September 18'\
1997. Due to the responsibilities of both positions it has been extremely difficult to do
justice to both of them.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Town of Colebrook employees, tax
payers and selectmen for their patience with me during this period. A special thank you
goes to Sally Wentzell who came to my rescue and volunteered her time to assist in the
office.
Your new town manager is John Groulx, you will find he is approachable and available
to the public, I think you are going to be very happy with him.
The town warrant contains an article to prepay taxes this year, if passed this will
benefit both the taxpayer and the town. Several taxpayers have shown an interest in
paying all their taxes in June and other taxpayers have problems that arise during the
year making it convenient for them to prepay taxes.
Once a tax bill is issued the Tovra of Colebrook is very happy to take partial payments,
however small or large, regular payments cut down the amount of interest paid. Please
feel free to contact the office for more details.
The town is currently working with a few taxpayers, allowing them to pay their back
taxes rather than making them move out of their homes. Occasionally taking a tax
deed is detrimental to a town and The Town of Colebrook is trying very hard not to take
these kinds of properties.
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Receipt totals are as follows:
Property Taxes 2,143,297.01
Property Tax Interest & Penalties 9,684.32
Current Use Penalties with Interest 1 1 ,293.53
Resident Tax with Penahies 1 2, 1 5 1.00
Yield Tax with Interest & Penalties 1 8,998.42
Tax Lien with Interest & Penalties 1 19,323.56
Water Billing & Interest 75,46 1 .43
Sewer Billing & Interest 1 1 3,022.57
Total 2,503,231.84
Respectfully Submitted By: Donna Caron
Tax Collector
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COLEBROOK PLANNING BOARD REPORT
For the coming year, the Planning Board would like to work closely with the Board of
Selectman, Town Manager and local citizens to further refine Colebrook's Master Plan
and do what it can to help plan and further the Town's objectives.
Colebrook has many assets, including friendly, hard working people and beautiful North
Country scenery. However, just as dairy farming declined as a local industry 25 years
ago, so now is logging as resources become more scarce. Competition for outside
industry and tourism is becoming more intense and this is a competition the town must
win.
The Planning Board believes that it can help both in coordinating the laudable efforts of
local groups, including service clubs, the Chamber of Commerce, boards, churches, the
action committees resulting from the UCVH community conference last fall, town
government and concerned citizens, as well as providing several public forums for




The library continues to grow. The children and adult section are being weeded (500
books) in order to make room for the 616 books that we purchased plus the 299 books
that were donated. Many libraries offer sets of books free to smaller libraries; we were
able to acquire sets of "The Dictionary of American Biography, Contemporary Authors,
and The Cambridge Medieval History. Both our video (over 296) and audiobook (over
224) selections have grown, with a variety of self-help and family viewing available. One
generous patron gave a set of World War II videos.
Circulation was up with the help of over 15,000 visiting patrons and registered borrowers
of 2 170.
Former librarian, Frances Haynes gave a program on drying apples and their uses in
decoration and also a program on memory albums for interested adults.
The Children's Library was the place to be this past year. Story hours were held in the
spring and fall with 15 children attending weekly. Judy Pancoast entertained during
"Colebrook Days" and later wrote a song based on Mrs. Hebert's project "Why my
library books are late". The summer reading program entitled "Take Me to Your Reader"
started off with Rocket Launches by Alan Famsworth; Warren Rasmussen helped the
children do a skit and make their own alien costumes; Firefighters, Dave Colby, read a
story and Bobby Lawton along with policeman, Jimmy Crossley, who also read, showed
off their equipment and vehicles: Kathy Drexel, a science fiction aficionado, spoke on
the development of the genre. NASA loaned the library videos. A perennial favorite "The
Little Red Wagon' made it's visit in July with a huge crowd as usual. The program has
run into internal problems and the Wagon as we know it may face some unfortunate
changes. In the fall, Mrs. Hebert also invited grade kindergarten through sixth to visit the
library monthly. A total of over 2100 children enjoyed the programs.
The library would like to thank all that donated money and books in memory of those
lost in the August tragedy. A special thanks to everyone who donates over the year.
Books are most welcome and many find a home on our shelves. Thank-you to everyone,
who makes our book sale a huge success, either by working, cooking or showing support.





Colbrook Public Library Report
Expenditures




Staff Training & Development



















Balance on hand January 1, 1998
2 Non-Appropriated Funds Accounts:
Adult Books
Adult Programs













Encumbered Funds-Mem. Fnd. Donation
Encumbered Funds-Technology Fund
Encumbered Funds-H. Hulse Memorial
Encumbered Funds-Bookcases











































Colebrook Public Library Report 1997
Income
1 Appropriated Funds Accounts:
Balance on hand January 1 , 1 996
1 997 Town Meeting Appropriation
2 Non-Appropriated Funds Accounts:

























Dr. Gifford's book sales
Encumbered Funds-'96 Carry over
5 Capital Improvements Fund:




6 Helen Hulse Memeorial Fund:
Balance on hand January 1, 1997
Income





Colebrook Public Library Report
3 Technology Fund:
Balance on hand January 1, 1998
4 Helen Hulse Memorial Fund:
Balance on hand January 1, 1998
5 Memorial Fund:
Balance on hand January 1 , 1 998
6 Capital Improvements Fund:


























The Cemetery Trustees would like to announce the following trust fiinds
were created in 1997:
Roger and Rosalie Droulet
Bonnie & Richard Grover
Leonard & Judith Klebe
Gary & Dolores Jackson
Wilbur & Roberta Rainville
Robert & Linda Shaw
Bradley Sheltry
Thomas & Robert Wheeler





REPORT OF THE TRUST FUNDS OF THE
TOWN OF COLEBROOK, NEW HAMPSHIRE
ON DECEMBER 31 1997












$ 258,556.78 $ 38,210.34 $28,200.78 $ 268,566.34
$ 129,675.60 $ 825.00 $ 450.00 $ 130,050.60
$ 583,923.08 $ 35,778.65 $ 7,294.20 $ 612,407.53







$ 22,763.88 $ 29,962.45 $29,432.19 $ 23,294.14
$ 10,000.06 $ 11,192.10 $10,152.63 $ 11,039.53
$ 82,653.09 $ 79,533.59 $33,778.65 $ 128,408.03
$ 115,417.03 $120,688.14 $73,363.47 $ 162,741.70
$ 1,173,766.17
TREASURER'S REPORT






Interest on NOW Checking Account



















Annual Report of the Colebrook Village Fire Precinct






Philip Ducret Term Expires March 1998
Daniel Edwards Term Expires March 1999
Earl Bunnell II Term Expires March 2000












































LIST OF PRECINCT PROPERTY
Fire Station and lot $ 150,000.00
Engine No. 1 $ 55,000.00
Engine No. 2 $ 5,000.00
Engine No. 3 $ 80,000.00
Tank Truck No. I $ 35,000.00
85' Aerial Ladder & 200' of Ladder $ 47,000.00
Rescue Truck $ 3,000.00
6000 Ft. of 2 1/2" Hose $ 6,000.00
3600Ft. of I l/2"Hose $ 2,400.00
1200Ft. of I 3/4"Hose $ 3,200.00
3100 Ft. of 4" Hose & Fittings $ 18,100.00
Misc. Equipment & Supplies $ 53,000.00
Air Compressor $ 5,000.00
Communication Equipment $ 16,500.00
Jawsof Life & Accessories $ 10,500.00
TOTAL PROPERTY S 489,700.00
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SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS
Town of Colebrook Raised by Taxes
Interest on Accounts
Town of Colebrook
Mens Share Soc. Security & Health Ins.














Simmone Dupont-AUiance Ins. Co.
Concord Savings Bank





Town of Canaan VT
Balsams Corp.
Town of Lemington VT
Nugent Oil Co.
National Grange Insurance Co.
Total without Taxes






PROTECTIVE GEAR TRUST FUND
Beginning Balance $















LONG TERM DEBT REPAYMENT SCHEDULE






THE POLLS WILL BE OPEN FROM 10 A.M. TO 7 P.M.
To the inhabitants of the Town of Colebrook, in the County of Coos, in the State of New Hampshire,
qualified to vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Colebrook School Gymnasium in said Town of Colebrook on
Tuesday, March 10, 1998 at 6 P.M. in the evening, to act upon the following subjects:
Article 1 To bring in your ballots for the selection of Town Officers to be elected by ballot for the
Town of Colebrook for the ensuing year.
Article 2 To act upon all of the following articles contained in this warrant.
Article 3 To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectman to obtain interim financing for the
Colebrook Wastewater Plant Upgrade and Industrial Park Expansion from the State
Revolving Loan Fund (RSA 486:14) and raise and appropriate the sum of $600,000 for
the purpose of preparing plans and specifications, permit applications, land acquisitions
and/or easements and for the initial construction of the Wastewater Treatment Facility
Upgrade and Industrial Park Expansion.. Such sum shall be raised from participation in
the State Revolving Loan Fund (RSA 486.14). Said loan will qualify the Town for
Federal and State funds which shall be used to repay the principal amount of the loan and
provide the primary funding for completion of the entire project. The loan amount shall
not exceed $600,000 under and in compliance with provisions of the Municipal Finance
Act (NH RSA 33:1 et seq., as amended) and the Town votes to authorize the Selectman to
determine the rate of interest of the loan and expend such funds as become available from
the Federal and State governments and pass any vote relating thereto. (Article to be by
Ballot Vote, 2/3 voted needed for passage). (The Selectmen recommend passage of this
article.)
Article 4 To be conducted by Ballot vote, "Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 1
to Article III Definitions as proposed by the Planning Board for the town zoning
ordinance as follows:
Certificate of Occupancy (CO): A permit issued by the Planning Board following
construction and prior to use. Please see the posted full text of this article. (The Planning
Board and the Board of Selectmen recommend passage of this article.)
YES( ) NO ( )
Article 5 To be conducted by Ballot vote, "Are you in favor of the adoption of the
Amendment No. 2 to Article IV (Zoning Regulations) as proposed by the Planning Board
for the town zoning ordinance as follows:
6C: Certificate of Occupancy. After construction is completed but before the structure is
occupied, a Certificate of Occupancy shall be issued following an inspection by a
designee of the Planning Board. There will be no fee for a Certificate of Occupancy
unless a flood plain inspection is required. Please see the posted full text of this article.
(The Planning Board and the Board of Selectmen recommend passage of this article.)








To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $363,621.00 for
General Government (The Selectman recommend passage of this article.)
1) Executive $ 55,702.00
2) Election, Registration and Vital Statistics $15,912.00
3) Financial Admin./Tax Collection $42,975.00
4) Employee Benefits $ 83,800.00
5) Planning & Zoning $ 3,450.00
6) General Government Expenses $ 36,425.00
(Legal, Assessing, Data Processing, Treasurer)
7) General Government Buildings $68,225.00
8) Interest on long term notes $ 16,632.00
9) Principal on long term notes $ 35,000.00
10) Economic Development $ 5,500.00
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the amount of $145,810.00 for the
Police Department. (The Selectmen recommend passage of this article, 2 For, 1 Against)
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the amount of $95,125.00 for Emergency
Radio services, of which $42,985.55 will be raised through taxation and the remainder to
be offset by revenues raised from the participating towns. (The Selectmen recommend
passage of this article.)
To see if the Town will vote to establish a Capital Reserve Fund under the provisions of
RSA 35:1 for the purpose of purchasing capital equipment for the Colebrook Dispatch
Center and to raise and appropriate the sum of $9500.00 to be deposited into this new
Capital Reserve Fund and to authorize the use of $9500.00 the December 31, 1997 fund
balance for this purpose. And to authorize the Board of Selectman as agents of this fund.
(The Selectmen recommend passage of this article.)
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the amount of $10,250.00 for:
(The Selectmen recommend passage of this article.)
1) Outside Fires $6,650.00
2) Hydrant Services $3,600.00
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $25,000.00 to be added to
the existing Equipment Purchasing Capital Reserve Fund with the sum of $15,000.00 to
be used for the purchase of highway equipment and the sum of $10,000.00 for the
purchase of a new police cruiser. (The Selectman recommend passage of this article.)
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $254,940.00 for the
maintenance and expenses of Highways and Streets for the ensuing year. (The Selectman
recommend passage of this article.)
1)
Article 13 To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of $209,549.00 for the Colebrook
Water Works and the Colebrook Sewer Facilities. (The Selectman recommend passage of
this article.)
1) Water Department $ 62,147.00
2) Sewer Department $747,402.00
** Sewer Department budget includes $600,000 from State Revolving Loan Fund**
Article 14 To see if the town will raise and appropriate such sums as may be necessary for
Welfare for ensuing year. (The Selectman recommend passage of this article.)
Article 15 To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $83,129.00 for the
maintenance and expenses of the Transfer Station for the ensuing year.
(The Selectman recommend passage of this article.)
1) Transfer Station $80,670.00
2) Household Hazardous Waste Day $ 2,459.00
Article 16 To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $15,548.00 for the
operating cost of the recycling program. (The Selectman recommend passage of this
article.)
Article 17 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000.00 for Parks and
Patriotic Purposes. (The Selectman recommend passage of this article.)
Article 18 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000.00 for the
purpose of road and drainage repairs toWilley Road. The road shall be built to State of
New Hampshire, Class V road, specifications. (The Selectmen recommend passage of
this article.)
Article 19 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $300.00 to support the
Great North Woods Region Association in their efforts to promote the Great North
Woods Region. (The Selectmen recommend passage of this article.)
Article 20 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty-five thousand
dollars ($25,000.00) to create a Recreational Department and to hire a Recreation
Director. (Submitted By Petition)
Article 21 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $38,690.00 for the
following agencies. (The Selectmen recommend passage of this article.)
1) UCVH
2) Ambulance District A-
1
3) UCV Mental Health
4) Vershire Center
5) North Country Council
6) Coos Community Action
7) UCVH Home Health
8) Big Brothers/Big Sisters
9) Animal Control











Article 22 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $80,156.43 for the
support of the Colebrook Public Library, $66,192.00 of which to be raised through
taxation and $13, 964.43 of which to come from other sources such as Library balance on
hand January 1, 1998, book sales, donations, trust funds, non-resident fees, other
communities, over due fines, book resales, copying fees etc., such funds to be expended
under the direction of the Board of Library Trustees. (The Selectmen recommend passage
of this article.)
Article 23 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $33,196.75 for the
operation and maintenance of the Colebrook Cemeteries, the sum of $18,196.75 to be
raised through taxation and $15,000 to be raised from burials, cemetery trust funds and
other Colebrook Cemetery revenues. (The Selectmen recommend passage of this article.)
Article 24 To see if the Town will vote to establish a Cemetery Expendable Trust Fund under the
provisions of RSA 31-19a, for the improvement of the Colebrook Cemeteries, and
designate the Cemetery Trustees as Agents to expend, and to authorize the Selectman to
appropriate $2,000.00 of said funds to be transferred from the December 31, 1998 general
fund balance. (The Selectmen recommend passage of this article.)
Article 25 Part A: To see if the Town will vote in support of an inland alignment within the Town
for the route of the pipeline; and
Part B: To see what sum of money the Town will vote to appropriate to be paid, in partial
or full amount as may be necessary, for prosecution of a Federal court case seeking an
inland route within the Town. (Submitted By Petition)
Article 26 To see if the Town will allow the Tax Collector to accept the pre-payment of taxes
pursuant to RSA 80: 1 -a.
Article 27 To see if the Town will vote to accept, ratify and confmn the reports of Agents,
Selectman, Auditors and all other Town Officers.
Article 28 To transact any other business that may be legally come before this meeting.
Given under our hands and seals this of February, 1998.
COLEBROOK BOARD OF SELECTMAN
Jules A. Kennett- Chairman, Board of Selectman
Stephen A. Brooks- Selectman




Sale of Municipal Property
Interest on Investments
Rent of Municipal Property
Insurance Div./Reimb.
Other Misc. Revenue
Proceeds of Long-Term Debt
TOTAL OTHER LOCAL
SOURCES $ 56,397.00 $ 62,864.09 $ 22,500.00
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Notes
FRANCIS J. DINEEN & CO.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
June 19,1997
TRANSMITTAL AND COMMENTARY LETTER
Board of Selectmen
Town of Colebrook
Colebrook, New Hampshire 03576
In Planning and performing our audit of the fmancial statements of the Town of Colebrook, New
Hampshire for the year ended December 31, 1996, we considered the Town's internal control structure to
determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the fmancial statements and
not to provide assurance of the internal control structure.
However, during our audit we became aware of the following conditions that should be corrected in
order to strengthen internal controls and operating efficiency. This letter does not affect our report dated June
19, 1997, on the financial statements of the Town of Colebrook, New Hampshire.
Our following remarks are being made in the hope that they will improve existing procedures and are
in no way a criticism of Town personnel.
Inadequate Controls Over Athletic Funds
All bookkeeping, bank reconciliation's, approval of expenditures for the Police Athletic Fund are
currently being performed by one individual (the Chief of Police).
Recommendation
To enhance controls the approval process should be left with the Chief but all bookkeeping functions
should be returned to the Town's accounting staff.
Federal Grant Revenues
Funds available under the Federal Cops Grant were delayed due to the filing of incorrect
reimbursement forms.
Recommendation
A system should be established whereby funds requested can be tracked to ensure their timely
receipt.
Incorrect SiclJVacation Accruals
The computerized payroll system appears to be accruing sick & vacation time for some individuals at
a rate in excess of that allowed by the personnel policy.
Recommendation
The software company should be consulted to correct the error or a manual system should be
established to ensure accurate accruals.
29
Computerized General Ledger System
Significant audit time was spent correcting erroneous entries to various fund balances and
other general ledger accounts.
Recommendation
The only entries that should be made to any fund balance is to correct the beginning balance to
agree with the audited figures. All other adjusting entries should be done only when it is clear
where the error was made and should be carefully documented. Also, all cash accounts should be
reconciled with the Treasurer monthly and all interfund payables/receivables should be tied out on
a regular basis.
Tax Deeded Property
In 1996, to avoid tax deeding numerous properties, the Town entered into agreements with two
taxpayers. These agreements allowed for payment against back taxes over an extended period of
time beyond the period in which the Town was required to execute a tax deed.
Recommendation
Because the Town adopted RSA 80:80, the Selectmen can dispose of tax deeded property in some
manner other than by public auction or advertised sealed bids "as justice may require". However, the
Town should complete the tax deeding process first and it is recommended by the State that all
agreements with taxpayers be registered with the County.
Cemetery Account
The Trustee of the Trust Funds inadvertently paid for certain cemetery operating and maintenance
expenses in the amount of $825.00 out of the principal of a non-expendable general cemetery
account.
Recommendation
The Trustee should transfer the $825.00 back to the non-expendable trust fund principal as soon as
possible to restore that fund to its proper balance.
We extend our thanks to the officials and employees of the Town for their assistance during the course of our
audit.
Very truly yours,
Francis J. Dineen, C.P.A.
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Francis J. Dineen & Co.
Certified Public Accountants
Independent Auditors' Report on Financial Presentation
To the Members of the Board of Selectmen
Town of Colebrook
Colebrook, New Hampshire 03576
We have audited the accompanying general-purpose financial statements and the combining and individual
fund financial statements of the Town of Colebrook, New Hampshire as of and for the year ended December
31, 1996, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Town's
management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require
that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are
free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts
and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used
and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement
presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.
As is the practice with many New Hampshire municipalities, the Town of Colebrook, New Hampshire has
not maintained a record of its general fixed assets and, accordingly, a statement of general fixed assets,
required by generally accepted accounting principles, is not included in the financial report.
In our opinion, except for the effect on the financial statements of the omission described in the third
paragraph, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects,
the financial position of the Town of Colebrook, New Hampshire as of December 31, 1996, and the results of
its operations and cash flows of its proprietary similar trust fund types for the year then ended in conformity
with generally accepted accounting principles. Also, in our opinion, the combining and individual fund
financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of each of
the individual funds of the Town of Colebrook, New Hampshire as of December 31, 1996, and the results of
operations of such funds and the cash fiows of enterprise funds and non-expendable trust funds for the year
then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles.
Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general-purpose financial statements taken
as a whole and on the combining and individual fund financial statements. The accompanying financial
information listed as supplemental schedules in the table of contents is presented for purposes of additional
analysis and is not a required part of the financial statements of the Town of Colebrook, New Hampshire.
Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose,
combining, and individual fund financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly presented in all material
respects in relation to the financial statements of each of the respective individual funds taken as a whole.
Very truly yours,







Statement of Estimated and Actual Revenues
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31st, 1996
Source of Revenue
Revenues
Other Misc. Revenue $ - $ 1,766.12 $ 1,766.12
Proceeds of Long-Term Debt $ - $ 130,844.13 $ 130,844.13
TOTAL OTHER LOCAL
SOURCES $ 47,031.00 $ 198,545.72 $ 151,514.72
TOTAL REVENUES $ 2,813,811.00 $ 2,928,884.81 $ 115,073.81
Other Financing Sources
Transfers From Capital Reserve $ 52,485.00 $ 52,485.00 $
TOTAL OTHER FINANCING
SOURCES $ 52,485.00 $ 52,485.00 $
TOTAL REVENUES &
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES $ 2,866,296.00 $ 2,981,369.81 $ 115,073.81
Unreserved Fund Balance
Used to Reduce Tax Rate $ 190,000.00
Total Revenues and Uses








Water Department Enterprise Fund
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures
And Changes in Retained Earnings
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1996
Water Supply System Charges
Schedule 4
Town of Colebrook
Sewer Department Enterprise Fund
Statement Of Revenues, Expenditures
and Changes in Retained Earnings
For The Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1996
Revenues
Sewer User Charges
Other Charges for Services
















Excess (Deficit) of Revenues
Over Expenditures
Fund Balance - January 1





Statement of Revenues, Expenditures
and Changes in Fund Balance











Advertising & Public Relations
Maintenance & Repair
Purchase of Equipment Vehicle
Vehicle
Total Expenditures
Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues
Over Expenditures
Other Financing Sources (Uses)
Other Financing Sources
Transfers from Trust Funds
Transfers from General Fund
Total Other Financing Sources (Uses)
Excess (Deficiency) of Revenue Over
Expenditures and Other Sources (Uses)
Fund Balance - January 1





Statement of Revenues, Expenditures
And Changes in Fund Balance
















Advertising & Public Relations
Maintenance & Repair
New Construction & Purchase
of Equipment
Books & Periodicals
Field Trips & Programs
Training
Total Expenditures
Excess (Deficiency of Revenues
Over Expenditures
Other Financing Sources (Uses)
Transfers from Trust Funds
Transfers from General Fund
Total Other Financing Sources (Uses)
Excess (Deficiency) ofRevenue Over
Expenditures and Other Sources (Uses)
Fund Balance - January 1





Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes
In Fund Balances
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1996
Revenues




Ail Expendable Trust Funds
Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures
And Changes in Fund Balances
For the Year Ended December 31, 1996
Revenues









$ 16,655.92 $ 30,880.88
$ - $ -





























Total Other Financing Sources (Uses)
Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues
Over Expenditures and Other Sources (Uses)
Fund Balance - January 1







$ 1,734.00 $ (3,104.12)
$ 22,786.15 $ 559,735.25








SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS 1997
Bank Interest $ 15,983.76
Property Taxes $ 2,143,297.01
Property Tax Interest & Penalties $ 9,684.32
Current Use Penalties with Interest $ 1 1,293.53
Resident Tax with Penalties $ 12,151.00
Yield Tax with Interest & Penalties $ 18,998.42
Tax Lien with Interest & Penalties $ 119,323.56
Taxes Bought by Town $ 122,398.78
Taxes Sold $ 16,191.65
Boat Tax $ 5355
Motor Vehicle Registrations $ 278,704.00
Election & Vital Static's $ 2,382.50
Reimbursements $ 1 215.44
Planning Board $ 3,398.95
Zoning Board of Adjustments $ 145.50
Highway Block Grant $ 67,812.55
State Grant Reimbursements (COPS) $ 24,549.72
Police Department Revenues $ 2,474.69
Highway Department Revenues $ 3,881.54
Revenue Sharing $ 111,940.47
Transfer Station Revenues $ 3,449.08
Diamond Pond $ 2,220.00
Loans Received $ 400,000.00
Town Revenues $ 75.21
District Court $ 2,015.00
Welfare Reimbursement $ 185.00
Town Hall Building Revenues $ 8,412.00
Fire Department Revenue $ 158.00
Insurance Refunds & Reimbursements $ 22,276.68
State Aide $ 3,974.00
Supplemental Income $ 6,371.90






























































Registered in the Town of Colebrook for the Year Ending December 31, 1997
Date of Marriage































































Registered in the Town of Colebrook for the Year Ending December 31, 1997













































































Megan Ann Hamel Raymond Hamel, Jr.

















































Sophie Danielle Coderre Sherman R. Coderre Michelle A. Brown
Dominic Isaiah Christian Young Charles E. Young Linda J. Leighton
Andrew Scott Shatney John H. Shatney Patricia A. Davidson
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Rocky I. Judd Mary E. Bretz
Kenneth B. Hastings Lori Sue Schaffner
Christian R. Mailloux Ruth Ann Tucker







Registered in the Town of Colebrook for the Year Ending December 31,1 997
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